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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OCON, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: 15TH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CONEERENCE: ONE ADOPTED, ONE DEFERRED OF 
JEWISH NGO'S RESOLUTIONS 

1. EINAL PLENARY SESSION OF 15TH CONFERENCE OE NGO'S 
HAVING CONSULTATIVE STATUS WITH UNESCO HIGHLIGHTED BY 
PASSAGE OE RESOLUTION SPONSORED BY B'NAI BRITH 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL AND CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL OF JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS, EXPRESSING SATISEACTION WITH UNESCO 
EXECUTIVE BOARD DECISION THIS FALL ON REGIONAL GROUP 
ISSUE AND BY DEFERRAL FOR FURTHER STUDY BY SUBJECT 
CONFERENCE STANDING COMMITTEE OF RESOLUTION 
PROTESTING UNGA "ZIONISM-RACISM" EQUATION. FORMER 
RESOLUTION PASSED AFTER CO-SPONSORS AMENDMENT OF 
ULTIMATE AND OPERATIVE PARA THAT TRANSMITS EXPRESSION OF 
SATISFACTION WITH FALL EXECUTIVE BOARD ACTION ON REGIONAL 
ISSUES TO DIRECTOR GENERAL BY VOTE OF 71 IN FAVOR, TWO 
AGAINST, WITH 18 ABSTENTIONS. 
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2. HOWEVER, THE RESOLUTION AGAINST EQUATION OF 
"ZIONISM-RACISM" SPONSORED BY INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
JEWISH WOMEN, INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH SOCIAL AND 
WELFARE SERVICES, INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF 
MAN, SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL AND WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS, 
AS WELL AS TWO NGO CO-SPONSORS OF SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION, 
WAS DEFERRED BY MOTION OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FOR 
FURTHER STUDY BY NGO CONFERENCE STANDING COMMITTEE 

FOR REPORT AT NEXT CONFERENCE. VOTE3 1 IN FAVOR, 

20 AGAINST, WITH 18 ABSTENTIONS. RESOLUTION UNDERWENT 
SEVERAL REVISIONS AND NECESSITATED HALF-DAY EXTENSION OF 
NGO CONFERENCE IN UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO COME UP 
WITH COMPROMIS DRAFT RESOLUTION. WORKING GROUP 
COMPRISING AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, CO-SPONSORING 
INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OPPONENT'S 
REPRESENTATIVE, WORLD FEDERATION OF DEMOCRATIC YOUTH, 
WERE UNABLE TO AGREE ON MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE TEXT. JEWISH 
NGO'S THEREFORE PROCEEDED WITH MODIFIED VERSION OF 
ORIGINAL TEXT. 

3. MOST STRIKING POLITICAL FACTOR WAS THAT NGO'S 
PRESENT WERE LARGELY REPRESENTED BY FRENCH 
SPOKESMEN. FURTHER, A SUBSTANTIAL AND ULTIMATELY 
DECISIVE ABSTAINING MINORITY OF NON-BLOC-LINKED NGO'S, 

E.G. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR 
THE RED CROSS, WERE RELUCTANT TO TAKE ACTION NOW ON 
QUESTION THEY INTERPRETED AS GROUNDED IN COMPLEX MIDDLE 
EASTERN PROBLEM. 

4. CO-SPONSORS TOLD DELOFF THAT ADG MAJMAN MET WITH THEM 
YESTERDAY EVENING TO URGE THEY DESIST FROM PRESSING 
THEIR "ZIONISM-RACISM " RESOLUTION ON GENERAL GROUNDS OF 
ITS POLITICAL CONTROVERSIALITY AND IN PARTICULAR THAT 

IT MIGHT HARM UNESCO BEHIND THE SCENES EFFORTS FOR 
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CONCILIATION. NAJMAN REPORTEDLY ALSO MADE SIMILAR 
INTERVENTION WITH CO-SPONSORS OF AN ANTI-CHILEAN 
RESOLUTION WHICH, HOWEVER, WAS SUCCESSFUL (SEE SEPTEL). 

5. COMMENT: DEFERRAL OF RESOLUTION ON "ZIONISM-RACISM" 
LIKELY TO BE CONSIDERED BY CO-SPONSORS AS A DEFEAT, 

ALTHOUGH NO CONCLUSIVE ACTION AGAINST RESOLUTION WAS 
TAKEN. MOREOVER, SECRETARIAT'S VIEWS URGING WITHDRAWAL 
OF RESOLUTION MAY BE PORTRAYED BY CO-SPONSORS AS 
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN OBTAINING DEFERRAL. HOWEVER, 

PERMDEL'S BEST ASSESSMENT IS THAT MOST DECISIVE FACTOR 
WAS NGO RELUCTANCE TO JUMP INTO MIDDLE EASTERN FRAY. 
FURTHER, CO-SPONSORS, AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, DID NOT 
RPT NOT UNDERTAKE LOBBYING EFFORT AMONG OTHER POTENTIALLY 
SUPPORTIVE NGO'S, PARTICULARLY AS STRONG MAJORITY WERE 
FROM WESTERN EUROPE AND THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES 
IN DISTINCT MINORITY. OTHER NOTABLE NGO'S PARTICIPATING 
IN CONFERENCE WERE YWCA, YMCA, GIRLS SCOUTS , AND MANY 
CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS. ONLY KNOWN MEDIA PRESENCE WAS 
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, CONFERENCE IN 
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